BURMA

British. Dalhousie's immediate response was to issue an official
declaration of the termination of hostilities. Then, after con-
sultation with Phayre, he decided to break the diplomatic
impasse by the appointment of an intelligence officer at the
Burmese capital. He must be a private news-agent, not in any
sense a representative of the British Government, and the king
must be fully aware of his position and duties.
Given the right man it was a brilliant idea. After some delay
the right man was discovered in the person of a Scottish piece-
goods merchant, Thomas Spears, long resident at Amarapoora,
married to a Burmese lady, and personally liked by Mindon
himself. His task was simply to keep Phayre informed by regu-
lar correspondence of the situation at the capital ; but Mindon
was so delighted by his appointment that he constantly sought
to use Spears as his official channel of communication with the
British. Spears served both sides honestly and well. Both
Phayre and Mindon came to rely absolutely upon his good
judgement and common sense; and although the wary
Dattiousie often warned Phayre that Spears was simply and
solely a news-writer without any official standing, all the inter-
course between Mindon and the British up to 1861 was con-
ducted through his capable hands. Gradually frontier peace
was established and friendly relations promoted between
Rangoon and Ava.
The first striking result of this new arrangement was the
despatch of a Burmese mission of friendship led by the Dalla
Wun to Calcutta. Personally conducted by Phayre, and carried
on board the Company's steamship Zenolia with the national
flag of Burma at her masthead, the envoys were accorded a royal
reception by Lord Dalhousie. And although, after a round of
entertainment and sightseeing, which they much enjoyed, they
failed to persuade the Governor-General to consider the
retrocession of the lost province of Pegu, the report they took
back to Mindon of their courteous treatment so impressed him
that he at once invited the Government of India to depute a
return mission to his capital.
Thus it came about that Phayre was deputed in 1855 to
head the British mission to the Court of Ava, which is the
subject of Sir Henry Yule's delightful volume published four